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Abstract. The study explores the possibility of establishing a community 
archives that can become a venue for the LGBTQIA+ community in the 
Philippines to express their identity and their desire for complete acceptance. A 
community archives stands apart from other archives because of its emphasis on 
identity and empowerment rather than a need to preserve a certain heritage. Thus, 
the envisioned archive would document and collect life histories, events, and 
activities that would showcase LGBTQIA+ community’s uniqueness and 
similarities. More specifically, the study sought to lay down the groundwork for 
creating a queer community archives within the University of the Philippines – 
Diliman (UP Diliman) A combined qualitative and semi-structured interviews 
with key figures of various aspects of the community, consisting of students, 
faculty, staff, and alumni was conducted to determine receptiveness of UP 
Diliman’s  LGBTQIA+ community on the possibility of establishing a  
LGBTQIA+ archives. Findings show that there is a living, changing, sustainable, 
and ultimately resilient queer community in UP Diliman, and most people who 
identify as LGBTQIA+ believe in its existence. Rather than celebrating diversity, 
the community celebrates intersectionality, where unique traits are woven 
together instead of taken as separate entities. The queer movement empowers 
them and gives them a sense of belonging, and for some it even provides a new 
family in place of one that has a tendency towards being less accepting. Given 
these, there is excitement and support for the establishment of a queer community 
archives that will showcase the LGBTQIA+ community’s unique traits and 
identity. 
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1 Introduction 
 
It has been nearly two decades since the Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity and 
Expression Equality (SOGIE) bill, meant to legalize anti-discrimination, was first 
presented to the Philippine political body. Debate on this bill’s passing into law has 
also taken nearly two decades with no end in sight. The queer community might be able 
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to live in the country as a tolerated population, but they are in no way protected from 
discrimination in their workplaces, their schools, or their everyday lives. In fact, a large 
percentage of politicians and citizens alike speak vehemently against their very 
existence every day. [1][2] 
The common narrative indicates that being faced with rampant discrimination should 
drive the queer community to fight for their rights. This would be more easily 
accomplished if LGBTQIA+ Filipinos were more united, but the unfortunate reality is 
that they are as splintered as the archipelagic islands are. This is made worse given the 
pseudo-taboo nature of discussing sexual orientations and gender identities, which 
makes it difficult for many LGBTQIA+ Filipinos to understand who falls under the 
queer umbrella to begin with. Due to subcultures based on age, profession, class, and 
ethnicity of members, there is a significant absence of a united, queer front. Even the 
LGBTQIA+ organizations that exist are focused on their own respective sub-
populations and tend to fight for them specifically rather than the Philippine queer 
community as a whole. [3] 
Fortunately, there has been a steadily rising movement that fosters community ties, 
and that is the community archive. In the postmodern world, the archive is considered 
a place where meanings can be altered, hidden, subverted, and even absent [4]. The 
archive exists to serve those who come to use it [5], so archivists must understand what 
users want and incorporate this in the archive’s purpose and practices [6]. According to 
the Community Archives and Heritage Group (CAHG), “community archives [...] seek 
to document the history of all manner of local, occupational, ethnic, faith and other 
diverse communities”. To them, a community archive is one where “the subject-matter 
of the collection is a community of people” because it stems from grassroots 
empowerment and community action instead of state or heritage body initiatives [7]. 
They are “more overt in [their] mission to include […] perspectives that ordinarily 
would not be recognized as valid […] by a more conventional repository” [8]. They are 
used as tools in contemporary struggles [9], for remembrance and commemoration of 
past lives discrimination would have erased [10], or to combat the alienation and 
disempowerment of those denied access to their own history [11]. While community 
archive endeavors are often inspired by key individuals, the actual building and making 
of history are collaborative processes, meaning that the members of the community and 
their unity are crucial to its success and longevity. 
1.1 Objectives of the Study 
Given the current unknowledgeable state of the Philippine queer community, as well as 
the country's poor queer representation and acceptance, creating a community archive 
should jump-start an endeavor with three faces: first, to help the LGBTQIA+ 
community understand what their community is and who is part of it; second, to foster 
a sense of belonging for LGBTQIA+ Filipinos in a country of strained tolerance; and 
third, to finally have proper representation for LGBTQIA+ people and their history in 
the nation. With a queer community so fragmented in nature, a community archive 
made from queer efforts ought to spark the beginning of collaboration amongst them 
and offer the chance to re-build the image of LGBTQIA+ Filipinos in the country.  
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1.2 Limitations of the Study 
Unfortunately, research on the Filipino queer community’s opinions and thoughts 
towards archives and archiving do not exist. Thus, this initial study was exploratory in 
nature, and given the aforementioned splintered state of the overall community, it 
focused on a sub-community that already displays both unity and a willingness to fight 
for queer rights: the LGBTQIA+ community of the University of the Philippines – 
Diliman. Within UP Diliman are a) UP Babaylan, a student organization that fights for 
equality regardless of race, nationality, religion, sex, or sexual orientation [3]; b) the 
Alpha Nu Fraternity, an LGBTQIA+ fraternity that stands for gender sensitivity, non-
violence, and HIV awareness [12]; and c) a general acceptance of queers in the student 
body, especially obvious in the fact that LGBTQIA+ members have been elected into 
student office on several occasions [13]. The UP Centre for Women’s Studies also 
boasts an open and accessible LGBTQIA+ specific portion of their library containing 
both international and local resources on queer studies [14]. 
 
1.3 Methodology of the Study 
The information gathering method employed qualitative, semi-structured interviews 
with key figures of various aspects of the community, consisting of students, faculty, 
staff, and alumni. To determine the population for interview, online sign-up forms for 
the first batch of subjects were posted and spread using the social media sites Facebook 
and Twitter. Subsequent batches were found through the snowball sampling method 
and followed the exponential discriminative track until referrals ran out. Seven people 
were included in the interview. 
To facilitate the evaluation of the interviews, the study’s conceptual framework was 
based heavily on the Impact Framework by Caswell, Migoni, Geraci, and Gifor [15] 
and the Voice, Identity, Activism Framework of Anne J. Gilliland [16]. This indicated 
three important points for preliminary knowledge: 1) understanding the community; 2) 
understanding this community’s characteristics; and 3) understanding its motivations 
for archiving. As the Impact Framework introduced the term symbolic annihilation, 
which consists of the ways marginalized communities are “absent, underrepresented, 
or misrepresented in mainstream media and archives”, this study was also conducted 
with the knowledge that symbolic annihilation is a constant, ongoing phenomenon. 
2 Findings of the Study 
In the end, it was revealed that there is a living, changing, sustainable, and ultimately 
resilient queer community in UP Diliman, and most people who identify as LGBTQIA+ 
believe in its existence. Rather than celebrating diversity, the community celebrates 
intersectionality, where unique traits are woven together instead of taken as separate 
entities. The queer movement empowers them and gives them a sense of belonging, and 
for some it even provides a new family in place of one that has a tendency towards 
being less accepting. 
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As queer people drift towards others like them, they also drift towards queer 
materials, both for the sake of queer studies and because of their own personal 
investment. Ontologically, these works provide proof that their identities exist and are 
valid. This is especially important due to the difficulty of being out in a country so 
unaccepting towards the queer population, so much so that sometimes being in the 
closet is necessary to ensure one’s safety and well-being. The loneliness of such an 
existence cannot be denied; in this sense, finding LGBTQIA+ materials, especially 
those that are accessible online, has helped most of the interviewed population. Reading 
about others like them has also helped them to “prepare” to live as a queer person in 
the country. 
Epistemologically, these works show that there is a history for them to fall back on 
and refer to, and that the queer community has roots in the Philippines that stretch far 
into the past. The existence of queer history is in itself a valuable thing; Teilhard 
Paradela (permission for full name given), a historian and a self-proclaimed gay man, 
states that the reason he collects so many materials is precisely because of this. He 
thinks it is imperative to collect materials from older LGBTQIA+ organizations and 
populations, calling them “an important voice in the community”, and wants a history 
traced so well that it proves the Filipino queer community isn’t new, but rather 
something that has been present for decades. 
Despite the scarcity of queer materials in mainstream archives, queer Filipinos work 
to seek them out regardless, whether through special connections, visiting queer spaces, 
or seeking communities and journal articles online. The roots of the community may 
not necessarily be as easy to trace as individual accounts of queer Filipinos, but when 
so much of Philippine LGBTQIA+ history may have been “forgotten” or “lost”, the 
effort is one that many wholeheartedly expend. 
Sociologically, finding narratives of intersectional discourse makes the community 
feel more real and relatable and gives queer Filipinos a place to belong to. While the 
fight for visibility and acceptance is obvious, joining queer activist efforts gives a 
feeling of belonging in society as a community of people, whether through creating 
tangible materials or anything published online. Though there aren’t many places or 
works to glean information about community acceptance, there are materials that 
describe the members of the community and their overlapping identities—their 
intersectionality. While these materials may not state any obvious declarations of 
belonging in the greater Philippine society, the worth of these materials lies in their 
existence, which majority of the respondents believe have political and activist 
significance simply by existing despite social norms. 
Because LGBTQIA+ Filipinos already collect queer collection of archives, it comes 
as no surprise that there is excitement and support for a queer community archive. Most 
noteworthy is the fact that the UP Babaylan alumni association, Babaylanes, is in the 
process of creating a digital queer archive of their own. Having started with a collection 
in 1999, continuous but intermittent efforts have had the collection growing slow but 
steady over the years, even if formal archiving efforts only begun in 2014. Though 
Babaylanes has their own informal policies, initial interviews with non-Babaylanes 
queers show that the community wants the narratives of queer Filipinos and their daily 
lives archived both as a preserved heritage and as the “memory” of the community. 
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The ultimate necessity for this archive lies in its representation of queer Filipinos, 
especially in how it can clear misconceptions about them and show that they, too, 
possess significance. Majority of these respondents already collect queer materials of 
their own, but the presence of an archive would make it easier for them, and for other 
people, to comprehend the reality that they are not alone. Furthermore, with the 
respondents’ interest in forming a digital archive instead of having a physical 
repository, it is likely that the Philippines being an archipelago will no longer be a 
challenge to fostering unity. After studying the queer community in UP Diliman, it is 
more obvious than ever that more work needs to be done to understand the community 
in the Philippines at large. There is hope that others in the queer community will be 
open to the idea of an archive, but one can never be sure until it is studied. Others are 
encouraged to follow in this paper’s footsteps, and more work needs to be done to test 
the appropriateness of this paper’s conceptual framework to marginalized communities 
in general. 
There is a very long road towards acceptance for the queer Filipino, but at the very 
least there is tangible proof that any queer Filipino is not alone in their identity. All that 
is necessary is for someone (or a group of someones) to take that first step towards 
creating a cohesive community, and chances are the others will follow. 
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